
12 Angry Men 
1957 and 1997 



Main Facts 1957 

•  Made: 1957 

•  PRODUCTION COMPANY: MGM 

•  Directed by: Sidney Lumet 

•  Written By: Reginald Rose 

•  Starring: Henry Fonda, Lee Cobb, Martin Balsam 

•  Genre: Drama 



Major Plot Points 

•  The defense and the prosecution have rested and the 
jury is filing into the jury room to decide if  a young 
man is guilty or innocent of  murdering his father. 
What begins as an open-and-shut case of  murder 
soon becomes a detective story that presents a 
succession of  clues creating doubt, and a mini-
drama of  each of  the jurors' prejudices and 
preconceptions about the trial, the accused, and each 
other. Based on the play, all of  the action takes place 
on the stage of  the jury room. (IMDB) 



Financials 

•  Budget: 350,000 (Estimated) 

•  Money Made: 2,000,000 

•  Special Costs: Henry Fonda financed most of  the 
movie himself. 



Quotes 

•  Juror #8: Let me ask you this: Do you really think the boy'd shout out a thing like 
that so the whole neighborhood could hear him? I don't think so - he's much too 
bright for that. 
•  Juror #10: Bright? He's a common ignorant slob. He don't even speak good English. 
•  Juror #11: [who has a foreign accent] He *doesn't* speak good English. 

•  Juror #11: I beg pardon... 
•  Juror #10: "I beg pardon?" What are you so polite about? 
•  Juror #11: For the same reason you are not: it's the way I was brought up. 

Juror 3: Brother, I've seen all kinds of  dishonesty in my day, but 
this little display takes the cake. Y'all come in here with your 
hearts bleedin' all over the floor about slum kids and injustice, 
you listen to some fairy tales... Suddenly, you start gettin' 
through to some of  these old ladies. Well, you're not getting 
through to me, I've had enough.  
 

 



Historical/Cultural 
Significance 

•  Shown as examples of  how juries should not behave. 

•  #5 on IMDB top movie list. 

•  Voted number 2 courtroom drama, behind To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

•  Remade into many different versions, including a 
1997 remake. 



Filming Information 

•  Filming location(s): New York County Courthouse, 
Fox Movietone Studios in New York 

•  Advances made in film: None 

 

•  Source Material: Story by Reginald Rose 



Composition/Music Notes 

•  Dance of  the Cuckoos  
(uncredited)  
Music by Marvin Hatley  
Portion whistled by Jack Warden  



Inane Trivia 
Director Sidney Lumet had the actors all stay in the same room for hours on end 
and do their lines over and over without filming them. This was to give them a real 
taste of  what it would be like to be cooped up in a room with the same people. 
 
This film is commonly used in business schools and workshops to illustrate team 
dynamics and conflict resolution techniques. 
 
Because the painstaking rehearsals for the film lasted an exhausting two weeks, 
filming had to be completed in an unprecedented 21 days. 
 
Because of  the demands of  the film's low budget, if  the lighting was set up for a shot 
that took place from one particular angle, all the shots from that same angle had to 
be filmed then and there. This meant that different sides of  the same conversation 
were sometimes shot several weeks apart. 
 
There are no female characters in the film, aside from the extras seen in the 
courtroom in the prologue, although a woman's bathroom can be seen in the jury 
room. 
 
 
 



Accolades 

•  Nominated for 3 Academy Awards 

•  Best Director 

•  Best Picture 

•  Best Adapted Screenplay 



1997 Film 
•  The Foreman/Juror #1 (Courtney B. Vance): A high school football coach; he tries to keep order in the hostile 

jury room. 
•  Juror #2 (Ossie Davis): A meek bank teller who does not know what to make of  the case. 
•  Juror #3 (George C. Scott): A businessman with a hot temper. He has a strained relationship with his son. He 

is convinced that the defendant is guilty, though it may not be through the facts of  the case. 
•  Juror #4 (Armin Mueller-Stahl): A stockbroker; he is very eloquent and looks at the case more coherently than 

the other jurors: through facts and not bias. He is appalled at some of  the behavior of  the other jurors 
(especially Jurors 3, 7, and 10.) 

•  Juror #5 (Dorian Harewood): A health care worker (possibly an EMT); he is from the Harlem slums; he 
connects with the man at trial and is disgusted at the bigotry of  Juror 10. 

•  Juror #6 (James Gandolfini): A house painter; he is patient and respectful of  what other people have to say. 
•  Juror #7 (Tony Danza): A salesman; he is not concerned at all about the young man on trial, and eager to 

complete their jury assignment so he can use his tickets to a baseball game that evening. He is impatient and 
rude, and likes to crack jokes a lot. 

•  Juror #8 (Jack Lemmon): An architect who is very quiet, and has two children. He is the only one of  the 
twelve who, at first, votes not guilty. He becomes close friends with Juror 9 at the end of  the film. His real 
name is Davis. 

•  Juror #9 (Hume Cronyn): A wise old man who sides with Juror 8 and becomes friends with him at the end of  
the film. His real name is McCardle. 

•  Juror #10 (Mykelti Williamson): A carwash owner; Former member of  the Nation of  Islam, he is a 
loudmouth, narrow-minded bigot, extremely rude and often interrupts people, who feels that no good thing 
will come out of  the boy's "kind". Ultimately he is shunned from the group by the eleven men, with Juror 4 
ordering him to "sit down" and to "not open his filthy mouth again." 

•  Juror #11 (Edward James Olmos): An immigrant watchmaker, he believes in justice in America and will see it 
get done. He is observant of  events around him. 

•  Juror #12 (William Petersen): An ad executive; he is swayed very quickly by others' opinions, and does not 
have a full understanding of  the life at stake outside of  the jury room. 


