
CASABLANCA 



MAIN FACTS 

v  Made: 1942 

v  PRODUCTION COMPANY: Warner Brothers 

v  Directed by: Michael Curtiz 

v  Written By: Julius Epstein, Philip Epstein 

v  Starring: Humphrey Bogart, Ingrid Bergman, Paul Henreid, Claude 

Rains 

v  Genre: Drama 



MAJOR PLOT POINTS 

In Casablanca in December 1941, a cynical American expatriate 

encounters a former lover, with unforeseen complications. 

(IMDB) 



FINANCIALS 

v Budget: 950,000 

v Money Made: 1,661,267 

v  Special Costs: Actors on loan from other studios. 



QUOTES 

v Rick: Of  all the gin joints, in all the towns, in all the world, she 

walks into mine. 

v Rick: Louie, I think this is the beginning of  a beautiful friendship. 

v Rick: Here's looking at you kid. 

v  Ilsa: Play it, Sam. Play "As Time Goes By." 

v Rick: We’ll always have Paris. 



HISTORICAL/CULTURAL 
SIGNIFICANCE 

v  First major anti-Nazi film. 

v Helped spur the propaganda movement during WWII. 

v  In the famous scene where the "Marseillaise" is sung over the 

German song "Watch on the Rhine", many of  the extras had real 

tears in their eyes; a large number of  them were actual refugees from 

Nazi persecution in Germany and elsewhere in Europe and were 

overcome by the emotions the scene brought out. 



FILMING INFORMATION 

v  Filming location(s): Warner Brothers Studios, Burbank, CA 
•  Van Nuys Airport 
•  Flagstaff, AZ 

v Advances made in film: Propaganda filming 

 

v  Source Material: Unpublished Play “Everyone Goes to Ricks” 



COMPOSITION/MUSIC 
NOTES 

v  Soundtrack written by Max Steiner 

v  Major Song As Time Goes By. The Basis of  most of  the score and “La 

Marseilles” 

v  Other songs include: 
•  "It Had to Be You", music by Isham Jones, lyrics by Gus Kahn 
•  "Shine", music by Ford Dabney, lyrics by Cecil Mack and Lew Brown 
•  "Avalon", music and lyrics by Al Jolson, Buddy DeSylva and Vincent Rose 
•  "Perfidia", by Alberto Dominguez 
•  "The Very Thought of  You", by Ray Noble, and 
•  "Knock on Wood", music by M. K. Jerome, lyrics by Jack Scholl, the only 

original song. 



INANE TRIVIA 

v  Back in the early-to-mid 2000s, Madonna wanted to remake "Casablanca (1942)" with 

her playing IIsa Lund and Ashton Kutcher in the role of  Rick Blaine. Madonna pitched 

the idea to every studio but was unanimously rejected by every studio with one studio 

executive telling her "That film is deemed untouchable". The project has since been 

scrapped by Madonna. 

v  Rick's Cafe was one of  the few original sets built for the film, the rest were all recycled 

from other Warner Brothers productions due to wartime restrictions on building supplies. 

v  When this film won the Academy Award for Best Picture, Jack L. Warner was first on 

stage to accept the award, beating the film's actual producer, Hal B. Wallis, who was 

incensed at this slight and never forgave Warner. Wallis, at the time regarded as the 

"wunderkind" at the studio, left Warner Brothers shortly afterwards. 



MORE TRIVIA 

v  Humphrey Bogart had to wear platform shoes to play alongside Ingrid Bergman and 

compensate for the height disparity. 

v  To maximize profits from foreign distribution of  the film, the studio suggested that 

any unpleasant characters other than the Nazis should also be from an enemy country, 

namely Italy. This is why Ugarte, Ferrari and the dark European pickpocket are Italian. 

v  During production, Humphrey Bogart was called to the studio to stand in the middle 

of  the Rick's Cafe set and nod. He had no idea what the nod meant in the story--that he 

was giving his O.K. for the band in the cafe to play the "Marseillaise.” 

v  A $100,000 insurance policy was taken out on the film's leading player, 

Humphrey Bogart, in case he died during production. 



ACCOLADES 

v  Nominated for 8 Academy Awards, won 3. 

v  (WON) Best Picture 

v  (WON) Best Director 

v  (WON) Best Writing, Screenplay 

v  (NOM) Best Actor 

v  (NOM) Best Supporting Actor 

v  (NOM) Best Cinematography 

v  (NOM) Best Film Editing) 


