
Moulin Rouge



Main Facts

Year Made:  2001

Production Company:

Directed by:

Written by:

Genre:



Main Actors

1. Nicole Kidman
2. Ewan McGregor
3. John Leguizamo
4. Jim Broadbent



Major Plot Summary

The year is 1899, and Christian, a young English writer, has come to Paris to follow the Bohemian revolution taking hold of the 
city's drug and prostitute infested underworld. And nowhere is the thrill of the underworld more alive than at the Moulin Rouge, 
a night club where the rich and poor men alike come to be entertained by the dancers, but things take a wicked turn for 
Christian as he starts a deadly love affair with the star courtesan of the club, Satine. But her affections are also coveted by the 
club's patron: the Duke. A dangerous love triangle ensues as Satine and Christian attempt to fight all odds to stay together but 
a force that not even love can conquer is taking its toll on Satine…  From IMDB



Financial Information

Budget:  50 Million

Money Made:  179,213,434

Special Costs:  Rights to songs, cinematography techniques.



Major Quotes

Christian: The greatest thing you'll ever learn is just to love and be loved in return.

Christian: [voiceover and typing] Days turned into weeks, weeks turned into months. And then, one not-so-very special day, I 
went to my typewriter, I sat down, and I wrote our story. A story about a time, a story about a place, a story about the people. 
But above all things, a story about love. A love that will live forever. The End.

Christian: [voiceover, singing] The greatest thing you'll ever learn is just to love and be loved in return.

Satine: [to herself, singing] When will I begin to live again? One day I'll fly away... leave all this to yesterday. Why live life 
from dream to dream, and dread the day when dreaming ends.

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000191/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000191/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000191/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173/?ref_=tt_trv_qu


Historical Significance

Based on a 1952 Movie

Made during a resergance of musical movies.



Filming Information

Filming Location:  Australia

Special advance made in film: Helped reinvent musical movies

Source Material:  Movie made in 1952 by the same name



Composition/Music

"Come What May" was written by David Baerwald for Romeo + Juliet (1996) but not used. In Moulin Rouge! (2001), it is newly 
written for the stage show by Christian. It is the only completely original song in the entire film. However, because it was 
written for another film, it was disqualified for the Oscars' Best Song award.

Music from David Bowie

Fatboy Slim

Nirvana

Elton John

Lady Marmalade (From "Moulin Rouge" Soundtrack)
Christina Aguilera and Lil' Kim and Mya and P!nk

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0046412
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117509
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0203009


Inane Trivia

The necklace worn by Nicole Kidman was made of real diamonds and platinum and was the most expensive piece of jewelry 
ever specifically made for a film. The Stefano Canturi necklace was made with 1,308 diamonds, weighing a total of 134 carats 
and was worth an estimated U.S. $1 million.

In original drafts of the script, Satine had a three-year-old child and the story was told in flashbacks, told by Christian to the 
child.

Filming was halted for two weeks in November 1999 after Nicole Kidman fractured two ribs and injured her knee while 
rehearsing a dance routine for the film. Many of the scenes where she is seen only from the chest up, including "a real 
actress," were shot while she was in a wheelchair.

Various tricks were used to make John Leguizamo's (Henri Marie Raymond de Toulouse-Lautrec-Monfa) legs appear shorter. 
Some shots are of his stand-in who was of the correct height, while in others he walked on his knees in special leg braces and 
wearing blue socks so that his lower legs could be digitally removed. Leguizamo did the entire climactic scene from a squatting 
position to give him greater mobility in his role. Consequently he had to endure several weeks of physical therapy afterwards.

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000491


Accolades/Recognition

Won two Oscars

Best Art Direction and Best Costume Design

Nominated for six more

Best Actress, Best Picture, Best Cinematography, Best Film Editing, Best Makeup 
and Sound


