
Close Encounters



Major Facts
Year Made: 1977

Production Company: Columbia Pictures

Directed by: Steven Spielberg

Written by: Steven Spielberg

Genre: Science Fiction



Major Plot Summary
Two parallel stories are told. In the first, a group of research scientists from a variety of backgrounds are investigating the strange 
appearance of items in remote locations, primarily desert regions. In continuing their investigation, one of the lead scientists, a 
Frenchman named Claude Lacombe, incorporates the Kodály method of music education as a means of communication in their work. 
The response, in turn, at first baffles the researchers, until American cartographer David Laughlin deciphers the meaning of the 
response. In the second, electric company lineman and family man Roy Neary and single mother Jillian Guiler are among some 
individuals in Muncie, Indiana who experience some paranormal activity before some flashes of bright lights in the sky, which they 
believe to be a UFO. Roy becomes obsessed with what he saw, unlike some others, especially in some form of authority, who refuse to 
acknowledge their belief that it was a UFO in not wanting to appear crazy. That obsession ... Written by Huggo

http://www.imdb.com/search/title?plot_author=Huggo&view=simple&sort=alpha&ref_=tt_stry_pl


Financial Information
Budget:$20,000,000 (estimated)

Money Made:Gross USA:

$132,088,635

Cumulative Worldwide Gross:
$303,788,635

Special Costs:N/A



Major Quotes
Roy Neary: I guess you've noticed something a little strange with Dad. It's okay, though. I'm still Dad. 

Roy Neary: Just close your eyes and hold your breath and everything will turn real pretty. 

Toby Neary: Dad, after this can we throw dirt in MY window? 

Jillian Guiler: [on the police inquiring about her missing son] They asked me if I'd seen any strangers in the neighborhood. 

David Laughlin: Who flies crates like these anymore?

Project Leader: No one. These planes were reported missing in 1945.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000377/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000377/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0237846/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0227039/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000837/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0573688/?ref_=tt_trv_qu


Historical Significance
Made during a string of a lot of UFO sightings. 



Filming Information
Filming Location:Mobile Civic Center, Civic Center Drive, Mobile, Alabama, USA , Devils Tower National Monument, 
Wyoming, USA , Mojave Desert, California, USA 

Special advance made in film: N/A

Source Material: A meteor shower Spielberg watched as a child sparked initial 
idea.

http://www.imdb.com/search/title?locations=Mobile%20Civic%20Center,%20Civic%20Center%20Drive,%20Mobile,%20Alabama,%20USA&ref_=tt_dt_dt
http://www.imdb.com/search/title?locations=Devils%20Tower%20National%20Monument,%20Wyoming,%20USA&ref_=ttloc_loc_1
http://www.imdb.com/search/title?locations=Devils%20Tower%20National%20Monument,%20Wyoming,%20USA&ref_=ttloc_loc_1
http://www.imdb.com/search/title?locations=Mojave%20Desert,%20California,%20USA&ref_=ttloc_loc_6


Composition/Music
Score composed by John Williams, one of two he did that year (the other being Star Wars)

Love Song of the Waterfall

(1937)

Words and Music by Bob Nolan, Bernard Barnes, and Carl Winge

Published by Unichappell Music, Inc./Elvis Presley Music

From the United Artists Records album "Love Song of the Waterfall"

Sung by Slim Whitman

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0634226/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1597975/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0935009/


Inane Trivia
During the dinner scene just before Roy piles on the mashed potatoes, you can 
hear the little girl say, "There's a dead fly in my potatoes." This was unscripted and 
almost caused the rest of the cast to laugh. The scene was kept as-is. 

Cary Guffey's performances were so good that they only had to do one or two takes of each shot he was in. He became known as 
"One-Take Cary" on the set, and director Steven Spielberg had a T-shirt printed up for him with the phrase written on it. 

Stanley Kubrick was so impressed by Cary Guffey's performance that he wanted him for the role of Danny Torrence in The Shining 
(1980). 

Director Steven Spielberg stated that nothing in his life had been more difficult than editing the final 35 minutes of this film. 

The situation on U.S. Navy Flight 19, from which the airplanes that appear in the Mexican desert came, disappeared off Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, in December 1945. No trace has ever been found of "the Lost Flight 19," which left the Naval Air Station near there 
in 1945. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0346533
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000229
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000040
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0346533
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0081505
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000229


Accolades/Recognition
Academy awards…...The film's only win was for Vilmos Zsigmond's cinematography, although the Academy honored the film's sound 
effects editing with a Special Achievement Award (Frank Warner).

Nominated for 9 awards.

At the 32nd British Academy Film Awards, Close Encounters won Best Production Design, and was nominated for Best Film, Direction, 
Screenplay, Actor in a Supporting Role (François Truffaut), Music, Cinematography, Editing, and Sound.[41]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilmos_Zsigmond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sound_effects
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sound_effects
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Special_Achievement_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Warner_(sound_editor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/32nd_British_Academy_Film_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Production_Design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Direction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Screenplay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Screenplay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Actor_in_a_Supporting_Role
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Film_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Cinematography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Editing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BAFTA_Award_for_Best_Sound

